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ALL ABOARD: The Bishop of Durham,
The Right Reverend Tom Wright, joins
Clir George Gray, the Mayor of Sedge-
field Borough Council and Clir Garry
Huntington (left), chairman of Shildon
Town Council at the new Shildon Rail-
way Village

Bishop on track

THE Bishop of Durham, The Right Reverend Tom
Wright, already has a date pencilled into his diary
for next year when he hopes to fulfil a lifelong
ambition

Like every small boy, Bishop Wright says he has
always wanted to drive a train and staff at the Shil-
don Railway Village, have promised to make his
dream come true.

The Bishop’s whistle-stop tour of his new dio-
cese took him to the Borough’s new developments
when he stopped off at the site of the £10m Village,
which will become the North-East's first national
museum when it opens in a year’s time.

Bishop Wright was one of the first visitors to be
shown the new structure taking shape on an old
marshalling yard next to the Timothy Hackworth
Museum.

He said: “The railway museum is a very exciting
project. It cannot be but a good thing for the whole
region. It is nice to see fresh developments grow-
ing, particularly where the area has been so long
in economic decline.”

e See also Page 5

A message from Bob Fleming,
Leader of Sedgefield Boroug
Council

MUCH has been said about the mod-
ernisation plans for Local Govern-
ment. But importantly, what does it
mean to you, the residents of Sedge-
field Borough?

We agree that the present arrangement of a
Borough Council and a County Council provid-
ing services to the communities of Sedgefield
Borough along with Town and Parish Councils,
such as Great Aycliffe Council, works well.

However it is no good standing still and we
share the Government's ambition for local
councils to continue to modernise and change
how future services are delivered.

The introduction of all-purpose unitary Coun-
cils, responsible for running all local govern-
ment services would in the Borough Council’s
view best serve the interests of local communi-
ties and secure the delivery of strong, conven-
ient and effective local government.

This would be a completely new Council with
new ideas and a new vision.

Sedgefield Borough Council sees the debate
on Regional Government for the North East, as
a useful means to consider the future shape of
local Government in County Durham.

In order to move towards unitary councils
the Borough Council accepts there will need to
be larger Councils covering larger geographi-
cal areas.

To discover the best way forward, an inde-
pendent study by INLOGOV of Birmingham
University, is adamant in that the best form of
unitary structure for County Durham would be
three new councils.

This would reflect the identities and inter-
ests of local communities while providing effec-
tive and convenient local government services.
With such a three Council arrangement across
the County, the historic heritage and identity of
County Durham would be maintained and pre-
served.

| remember when County Durham stretched
from south of the River Tyne and to the north of
the River Tees. Those days have long gone as

the status of County Durham has declined with
the loss of key areas Gateshead, Blaydon, Jar-
row, Hebburn, South Shields, Sunderland, Har-
tlepool, Billingham, Stockton and Darlington.

Yet these are all areas operating Unitary
Authorities and are not bemoaning their split from
Durham County Council. Indeed, far fromit. It has
proved immensely beneficial for the residents of

e Continued on Page 2

JOHN WADE SKIP HIRE
AYGLIFFE QUARRY
AYCLIFFE VILLAGE

SKIPS OF ALL SIZES
We also supply:

Would customers note: Seagraves
Environmental Services is now part

° TOp SOll ° Gravel of the John Wade Group.

For the best prices and service in the area
RING FREE ON 0800 975 2646
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Sedgefield Borough, Coun-
cil Offices, Spennymoor,
Co. Durham, DL16 6JQ.
Tel. (all  departments)
(01388) 816166. Fax
01388-817251. Web site:
www.sedgefield.gov.uk.
Email:
exec@sedgefield.gov.uk
Highways, Housing and
drainage, emergencies
(outside office hours) Tel.
(01388) 721822.

SEDGEFIELD
AND DISTRICT
ADVICE
AND
INFORMATION
SERVICE

SPENNYMOOR CENTRE:
Town Hall, High Street,
Spennymoor. Tel. (01388)
420146 Monday 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. Wednesday 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. Thursday 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Friday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
NEWTON AYCLIFFE
CENTRE: Newton Aycliffe
Leisure Centre. Tel. (01325)
300232 Monday 10 a.m. to
1 p.m., Tuesday 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., Wednesday 10 a.m. to
1 p.m., Thursday 10 am.to 1
p.m. Friday 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
SEDGEFIELD: Front Street,
Sedgefield. Thursday 10 a.m.
tolpm.

FISHBURN: Youth and
Community Centre, Miners
Welfare Hall, Butterwick
Road Tuesday, 10 a.m. to
12 noon.

TRIMDON: Trimdon Village

Hall, Trimdon Wednesday,
10 a.m. to 1p.m.
FERRYHILL: Town Hall,

Market Place, Ferryhill Friday
10 a.m.to 1 p.m.

WEST CORNFORTH:
Community Centre,
Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 12

p.m.
CHILTON:  Hutton House,
Durham Road Thursday, 10
am.tolpm.

SHILDON: Shildon Housing
& Community Resource
Centre: Monday, Wednesday
& Friday 10 am. to 1 p.m.
Jubilee Fields Community
Centre, Thursday, 10 a.m.

to 1p.m.

NEWTON AYCLIFFE:
Silverdale Community
House, Silverdale Place,

Newton Aycliffe. Wedesday
12pm-2pm.

ELECTRICITY
EMERGENCIES

The 24-hour help line free-
phone number is: 0800
668877

Open day
SUCCessS

THERE was an open day last month for commu-
nity representatives and service providers at the
new Ferryhill & Chilton Sure Start Family Cen-

tre.

Sedge eld Borough Council’'s Lead Member
for Supporting People, Cllir Agnes Armstrong
(centre), joined in with Sure Start staff and chil-
dren for a ‘Music Box’ session and also a photo

opportunity with Peter Rabbit.

It proved a successful day, though anyone
who was unable to make it is more than wel-
come to come another time. You can do so by
either dropping in or calling (01740) 658080 to

arrange a visit.

Kerb-It IS
ahead of
Its time!

THE introduction and suc-
cess of Sedgefield Borough
Council’s Kerb-it scheme to
recycle glass, paper, and
cans has enabled it to meet
Government targets ahead of
time.

Sedge eld has beensetatargetto
recycle 10% of its waste by April 2004
and the new Household Waste Recy-
cling Bill requires all local authorities
in England to provide a collection
of at least two types of recyclable
waste from every household by the
year 2010.

Kerb-it allows all householders in
the Borough to recycle glass, paper
and cans from the kerbside. The
scheme was introduced in May this
year and rolled out over the Borough
to achieve 100% coverage by the
end of August.

“By the end of September we
had already recycled just over 900
tonnes of materials. This is enough
to Il the swimming pool at Newton
Aycliffe Leisure Centre ve and a
half times. We are on target to recy-
cle 2500 tonnes through the Kerb-
it scheme alone by the end of the
year,” said Oliver Priestley-Leach,
Sedge eld Borough's Waste Man-
agement Of cer.

He added: “Together with the
existing garden waste collection trial
both the 2004 recycling target and
the requirements of the Household
Waste Recycling Bill have already
been met.”

Sedge eld Borough’s Waste Man-
agement Strategy sets out how
it plans to increase recycling fur-
ther through a roll out of the garden
waste collection service, increased

waste awareness cam-

CHEMISTS’
ROTA

Chemists open outside normal
hours to dispense prescrip-
tions for people in all parts of
Sedgefield.

SHILDON AND NEWTON
AYCLIFFE: (12 noon -1pm)

November 16 Hancock & Ainsley,
Shildon

November 23 Cheapside Pharmacy,
Shildon

November 30 Boots, N.Aycliffe

December 7 Norchem, Neville
Parade, N.Aycliffe

December 14 Moss Chemist,
N.Aycliffe

Busy time for bangi= -~

DECEMBER is a busy time for the ever-popular

Tudhoe Grange School Band.

They start on Friday 5th when they are appear-

ing at the MetroCentre (6.00pm).

On Tuesday 9th, there is a charity appearance at
Tudhoe Grange Upper School (7.00pm).

Finally, on Thursday 11th December the band is
at Spennymoor Town Hall (7.00pm - doors open at

6.30pm).

Information about ticket prices is available
on www.tgsb.net/events or by calling (01388)

816050.

Sedge eld Borough
has been set a target
of recycling 18% of its
waste by 2006. This
will require over 6500
tonnes of waste to be
recycled which sounds
a lot, but if everyone in
the Borough recycled all
their glass, paper and
cans through the Kerb-
it scheme 7500 tonnes
could be recycled.

Borough Council — the
future

Continued from Page 1

those areas as it would for you, the residents of
Sedge eld Borough.

Under the INLOGOV proposals - which they
made quite clear - it was recommended that the
people of Sedge eld Borough would be best
served by one Unitary Authority joining with Wear
Valley and Teesdale Councils.

In considering future structures, Sedge eld
Borough Council has put the greater good of all
communities ahead of its own interests to nd the
most appropriate solution.

Indeed at a special meeting to consider the INL-
OGOV report it was the unanimous decision of
every Councillor present to support the INLOGOV
recommendations.

In a desperate bid to make a point, it has been
suggested by a Durham County Councillor that a
countywide authority would save around £21m.

Surely this is a gment of his imagination,
unless of course even more schools and residen-
tial homes face the Durham County Council axe!

Having been a Governor of both Secondary
and Primary schools in Newton Aycliffe for over
30 years, | know that many of our schools are cry-
ing out for capital development. Durham County
council is proposing capital development for seven
schools - all in the east of the County! It appears
there is no extra funding for our schools.

Future spending will not be decided now. It will
depend on the decisions taken by the new Coun-
cils and it will be a decision for you, the elector-
ate.

At Sedge eld Borough Council we rmly believe
any new service should provide value for money,
be cost effective, and responsive to the needs and
hopes of local communities.

Sedge eld Borough Council has no hidden
agenda, is clear in its thoughts, and wants the
Borough'’s residents to decide their own future.

J.R.
Chem-Dry
THE COMPLETE CARPET & UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING SERVICE
Quick dry 1-2 hours
No steam / shampoo
100% non-toxic
Removes most stubborn stains
No shrinkage guaranteed
No extra charge for evenings and weekends
Special rates for pensioners

FREE ESTIMATE
10% discount with this advert
(01388) 814268 anytime




